


Dear Friends,

We hope you tune in to our first virtual KIPP 2020 Houston Luncheon! We would greatly 
appreciate you joining us as we Rise Together for this very special and important event 
benefiting the KIPPsters. During this time, we will celebrate not only the everyday efforts 
made in the classroom, but the talent that is cultivated, the values that are instilled, and 
the trails that continue to be blazed by our KIPPsters and our amazing honorees, Y. Ping 
Sun and David W. Leebron. 

We hope you will enjoy virtually witnessing this through our KIPPsters’ amazing stories, 
the captivating student performances, and an inspiring conversation between our KIPP 
alumna, Krystine Meyer Taylor, and David W. Leebron, President of Rice University. 

Thank you for Rising Together with us as we celebrate the KIPPsters and support them on 
their path to lead fulfilling lives and to build a more just world. 

Rising Together,

Allison and Troy Thacker

welcome



2020 LUNCHEON CHAIRS
Allison and Troy Thacker

HONOREES
Y. Ping Sun and David W. Leebron 
We are thrilled to celebrate an amazing couple who 
have been wonderful supporters, advocates, and 
friends of our KIPPsters.

KIPPSTER AND UNIVERSITY 
PRESIDENT INTERVIEW
David W. Leebron
President, Rice University 

Krystine Meyer Taylor 
KIPP Alumna, Class of 2005
Rice University Alumna, Class of 2009 
Rice University MBA, Class of 2019 

Join us for an uplifting interview between KIPP 
and Rice alumna, Krystine Meyer Taylor, and her 
university president, David W. Leebron. During this 
inspiring conversation you’ll learn more about how 
our KIPPsters like Krystine, go from college, career, 
and beyond as well as President Leebron’s thoughts 
on educational equity, college life at Rice during a 
pandemic, and more! 



WELCOME Dan Caesar, Regional Superintendent, KIPP Texas Public Schools - Houston
King Northington, KIPP Alumnus, Class of 2020

RISE TOGETHER Sehba Ali, CEO, KIPP Texas Public Schools

KIPPSTER  PERFORMANCE Voices of KIPP Sharpstown College Prep, KIPP Sharpstown College Prep
Led by: Alicia Jones

GROW  TOGETHER Allison & Troy Thacker, 2020 Luncheon Chairs

FULL CIRCLE Kaylee Garza, Little KIPPster, KIPP SHINE Prep, Class of 2028
Monica Guevara, KIPP Alumna, Class of 2011

KIPPSTER & UNIVERSITY 
PRESIDENT INTERVIEW

David W. Leebron, President, Rice University
Krystine Meyer Taylor, KIPP Alumna, Class of 2005 
Rice University Alumna, Class of 2009 
Rice University MBA, Class of 2019

HONORING Y. PING SUN & 
DAVID W. LEEBRON

Sehba Ali
Amy Diaz, Little KIPPster, KIPP CONNECT High School, Class of 2022

KIPPSTER PERFORMANCE Phoenix Fire-Spitters, KIPP Sharpstown College Prep
Led by: Parrish Bush

MY KIPP STORY Nyla Turner Williams, Little KIPPster, KIPP Northeast College Preparatory,  
Class of 2024
Bethany Rivera, Little KIPPster, KIPP Northeast College Preparatory,  
Class of 2024
Fabeah Newton, KIPP Alumna, Class of 2007 
School Leader, KIPP Voyage Academy for Girls

CLOSING REMARKS Doug Foshee & Shawn Raymond, 2021 Co-Chairs 

VIRTUAL PROGRAM

*The program order may shift.



TABLES 

Rise Together
Laura & John Arnold

Chase Excellence
Sarah & Doug Foshee
Allison & Troy Thacker

Persist with Purpose
BoyarMiller/Bill & Pam Boyar
John P. McGovern Foundation

Bring Joy
A Friend of KIPP Texas - Houston
BBVA
Chicago Title Commercial - Jackie   
   Sibley
Michael Dokupil
Hines
InControl Technologies, Inc.
Brigitte & Bashar Kalai
Kate Lummis
Marek Family
Elisabeth & Brian McCabe
Mrs. Louisa Stude Sarofim
Jeri & Marc Shapiro
Sue Smith & Craig Brown
Y. Ping Sun & David W. Leebron

Stephen & Leticia Trauber/Matthew  
   & Ashley Trauber
Farid & Dr. Asha Jamal Virani
Mollie & Kent Wallace

Lead by Example
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Baker McKenzie
Camden
Chamberlin Roofing & Waterproofing
Albert & Anne Chao
Jayshree & Sanjay Desai
Jenny Elkins
Friends of Y. Ping Sun & David W.      
   Leebron
Gallagher Benefit Services, Inc.
Antje & Harry Gee
Starlett & Ben Hollingsworth
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Sis Johnson
Walter Johnson
Lisa & Sanjay Kalavar
Karczewski Bradshaw Spalding
KIPP PALs
Kuo & Associates, Inc.
Legacy Community Health
Barbara & Barry Lewis
Danielle & David Magdol
Kate McCormick & Champ Warren

Lauren & Brad Morgan
Celie & Tabitha Niehaus
Perry Homes Foundation
Jessica & Ethan Phillips
The Post Oak School
Raptor Technologies
Harry & Macey Reasoner
Rice University
Daniela & Manolo Sánchez
Mary & Stephen Schneidau
SMARKETING BUSINESS SYSTEMS
Bruce & Kelly Smith
Sodexo
TRIO Electric
Turner Construction
Whitney & Marc Walsh
Joy & Benjamin Warren
Kristina & Enoch Woodhouse
Alan & Anita Ying
YPO Forum VI

underwriters

We are deeply grateful for the generous contributions from our ticket and table sponsors. Our mission in preparing our 
KIPPsters to lead fulfilling lives and build a more just world wouldn’t be possible without this dedication and level of 
commitment from our supporters.  



underwriters

TICKETS 

Be the Change
Dorothy & Mickey Ables
Joan & Stanford Alexander
Honorable Theresa Chang
James Feldman & Karen Katz Feldman
Garza + McLain Structural Engineers
Kathy & Marty Goossen
James A. Hernandez
The Joan & Marvin Kaplan Foundation
Caroline Levander
John & Kris Maclay
Jeff Newman – Tarkett
Scott & Judy Nyquist
Alicia & Shawn Raymond
Regina Rogers
Cynthia Walker
Glenn Youngkin

We Believe
AIG Retirement Services
Laurie & Lawson Bieber
Blazek & Vetterling
CenterPoint Energy
Rose Chen
CompuCycle Certified Refurbished  
   Computers
Susie & Philip Davidson
Shaobo Du
Stephanie & Mark Hamilton
Imagine Learning
Karen & Jim Johnson

Mandy Kao
Dana & Kenneth Katz
Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg
Tiffany Le
Gina Li
Linbeck Group, LLC
Cindy E. Melton
Dia & Shannon Moore
Jenny A. Moore
Kathy Pang
RBC Capital Markets
Dr. Matt Robinson
Schulman, Lopez, Hoffer & Adelstein, LLP
Alex N.K. Sharma
Heidi Smith
Dr. Mas & Ms. Myrenda Takashima
U.S. Capital Advisors
World’s Finest Chocolate/Keith Ellenson
Priscilla L. Zhu



Donors

When you purchase a balloon, you will receive a mystery prize from one of the donors listed below, which we will deliver 
contact-free to your home. To learn more about our Mystery Balloons, please contact Frecia Diaz at HoustonEvents@
kipptexas.org. 

Abejas Boutique 
Àbientot
Alley Theatre
Amore Reflexology 
Arturo Boada Cuisine
Athleta at Rice Village 
Axelrad Beer Garden 
The Axelrad Clinic
Beautique Day Spa and Salon 
Beehive Houston 
Benjy’s 
Bering’s 
The Burger Joint 
Chick-fil-A Meyerland Plaza
Children’s Museum of      
   Houston 

Crave Cupcakes 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell   
   Pavilion 
Dessert Gallery Bakery &   
   Cafe
Dynamo Charities 
John & Minerva Esquivel
Eye Elegance 
Gringo’s Mexican Kitchen
Hamilton Shirts 
Blake Helfman – River Oaks  
   Jeep Ram 
Houston Wine Merchant 
H-Town Restaurant Group 
Hyatt Regency Houston/     
   Galleria

Jessica Garza Makeup       
   Artistry  
Kendra Scott
lily rain
Main Street Theater
Mariquita Masterson 
Max’s Wine Dive Houston 
Memorial Yard Signs 
Momentum Indoor Climbing 
Nature Discovery Center 
The Nice Winery 
Pure Body Studio
Radio Milano|Milano Bar 
Raising Cane’s on S. Rice     
   Ave
Roka Akor 

Seasons 52 – CityCentre 
Shake Shack
Stages Repertory Theatre 
SusieCakes Rice Village 
Topgolf Houston – Katy 
WaldoDesigns 
Wonderwild Indoor         
   Playground
Yard House – CityCentre
YESyoga 

MYSTERY BALLOON DONORS 

Bain & Company Meher Patel – M Events World’s Finest Chocolate 

IN-KIND



Sehba & Shehz Ali
Laura & Ike Allen
Karen L. Arnold
Laila Bandali
Dan & Brenda Caesar
Katy Caldwell
Daphane & Stephen Carter
Susie & Philip Davidson
Keith Ellenson
Lisa Helfman
Zain & Farzana Jeewanjee
Walter Johnson
Terri & LeRoy Jones
Dana & Kenneth Katz
Barbara & Barry Lewis
Larry Maddox
Angela & Michael Marcon
Cindy E. Melton

Rishma & Akbar Mohamed
Dia & Shannon Moore
Jenny A. Moore
Rashim Oberoi
Tanya & Tom Osborne
Meghan & Jacque Passino
Sarah & Beau Pollock
Kelly & Michael Sklar
Catherine Spain & Dean Strombom
Ellen & Brad Spalding
Kathleen Sutton
Dr. Mas & Ms. Myrenda Takashima
Matthew & Ashley Trauber
Jim Vesterman
Whitney & Marc Walsh
Stacey & Andrew White
Kimberly & Lewis Wilks

Host committee



Bill Boyar*
Gene Austin
Peter Brodsky
Jayshree Desai
Arnold Greene

Pepe Guevara
Duncan Klussmann
Dolores Lozano
Gretchen Miller
Bill Moll

Ethan Phillips
Shawn Raymond
Andrea Richardson
Manolo Sánchez
Alex N.K. Sharma

Steve Shook
Velma Villegas
Kent Wallace
Darla Whitaker

KIPP TEXAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Allison Thacker*
Laurie A. Bieber
Pam Boyar
Mark Desjardins
Michael Dokupil
Karen Katz Feldman
Doug Foshee
Cindy Garza
James A. Hernandez

Jeff Hines
Courtney Johnson Rose
Sis Johnson
Mushahid Khan
Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg
David W. Leebron
Kate Lummis
Stan Marek
Rocio Mendoza

Harvin C. Moore
Lauren Morgan
Celie Niehaus
Bruce Smith
Heidi M. Smith
Sue Harris Smith
Dr. Asha Jamal Virani
Whitney Walsh
Benjamin Warren

Champ Warren
Andrew Welch
Enoch Woodhouse
Alan Ying

HOUSTON REGIONAL BOARD 

Tony Reed*
Abdul Barazi
Julianna Barreiro
Jarren Brown
Jordan Brown
Juan Chacin

Shane Copelin
Tasha Dennis
Brittany Gardener 
Endira Hawkins
Morgan Hodge
Aasiya Jiwani

Maggie Lucas
Oliver Quintero
Tony Saucedo
Frances Smith
Rohit Sulladmath
Chase Weldon

Sheila Wright
Diana Wu
Connie Zhang

KIPP PALS BOARD

BOARD MEMBERs

* Board Chair



Please join us for a virtual tour! 
With the safety of our KIPPsters and friends in mind, we are now offering virtual tours! We would 
love to share how our remarkable teachers and KIPPsters are bringing joy and persisting with 
purpose through online learning. To join a virtual classroom or to learn more, please contact Jovanny 
Orellana, Development Director, at Jovanny.Orellana@kipptexas.org or at (832) 971-8975. 

Text to Give!
If you would like to make a donation, please text “KIPP” to 72727.

We’ve got spirit, yes we do, we’ve got spirit, how about you!?
In the spirit of our collegiate theme, we would love to include a picture or short video of you 
displaying school spirit! You may also submit a throwback picture of you from your graduation. 
We will feature these photos and videos in our virtual show and/or after our show. Please see fun 
examples on the right!

Mystery Balloons and Wall of Wishes! 
We have fun ways that you can give! Please consider purchasing one of our popular Mystery 
Balloons and Wall of Wishes. 

Mystery Balloons
When you purchase a balloon, you will receive a mystery prize from one of our Mystery Balloon 
Donors listed on page 6!

Wall of Wishes
Through our Wall of Wishes, you have the opportunity to make a donation at three different 
levels to help support our Little and Big KIPPsters in and out of the classroom! Please be on the 
lookout for an email that shares how you can purchase either or both! For any questions related to 
Mystery Balloons or our Wall of Wishes, please email HoustonEvents@kipptexas.org.

RISE TOGETHER WITH US!



RISE TOGETHER WITH US!



If you have not already done so, please register  
at kipptexas.org/luncheonregistration. 

If you would like to make a donation, please scan  
the QR code with your smart phone camera.

Mark your calendar!
Please join us next year for our KIPP 2021 Houston  

Luncheon, taking place Thursday, May 27, 2021.


